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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on September 8, 

2011. Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman James Sumner, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, and Mayor Mark Weber 

MEMBER ABSENT:  Councilman Rick Bryan  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Buckman seconded to excuse Councilman 

Bryan from the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. Motion carried. 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Deputy Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, 

Clerk of Council Jamie Eifert, Treasurer/Administrative 

Services Director James Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation Director 

Chuck Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire Chief 

Rick Brown, Assistant to the City Manager Kelly Osler, Deputy 

Treasurer/Tax Commissioner Sherry Poppe; Administrative 

Assistant Karla Plank, and interested citizens 

4. BEAUTIFICATION WEEK PRESENTATIONS 

Councilman Czerwonka explained that the Beautification Week judging process took place in 

June and July, and the City received nominations for over 55 residential properties. All 

properties nominated for an award were judged by the Committee. Those selected to receive 

an award this year include the following, with many in attendance at this evening’s meeting:  

Runner Up’s in People’s Choice: 

 5375 Myerdale Drive – David Kremp 

  5180 Caltalpa Creek – Dr. Allan Peck 

 5140 Muirwoods Court – Mike Phillips 

 4699 Elizabeth Place – Victor Stern 

 8914 Cherry Street – Ronald Ziegler 

 9499 Railroad Avenue – Sharon Hankinson 

 9565 Lansford Drive – Timothy Clard 

 6 Muirfield Lane – Edward Strasser 

Corporate Choice:  Embassy Suites 

People's Choice:  Robert Kaufman, 5133 Muirwoods Court 

   Michael Hodovanic, 5621 Samstone  

Committee Choice:  Brad Kuhr, 10310 Ryan’s Way 

Mayor’s Choice:  L. Lyon & L. Lohr, 9330 Bluewing Terrace 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed James Pfeffer to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in 

the rear of Council Chambers.  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to accept the agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 
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“1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. BEAUTIFICATION WEEK PRESENTATIONS 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Regular Meeting of August 11, 2011 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

 a. Communications to Council –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

 b. Reports from Outside Agencies – State Representative Connie Pillich  

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2011-54, declaring improvement to a parcel of real property in 

Blue Ash (known as Legacy Pointe) to be a public 

purpose and exempt from property tax and authorizing 

related agreements  

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2011-55, amending Ordinance No. 2010-32 relating to Golf 

Course Irrigation Replacement Project  

c. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2011-56, authorizing purchase of bulk rock salt 

 d. Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

2. Ordinance No. 2011-57, authorizing purchase of Emergency Medical Services 

unit  

3. Ordinance No. 2011-58, designating Police Department as Lead/Administering 

Agency for ODPS/OCJS Law Enforcement Liaison 

Grant; authorizing professional services agreement; 

and establishing special revenue fund 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT” 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka move, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of August 11, 2011. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

The Clerk noted receipt of two liquor permit requests: 
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Permit #: 9699500 

Type:  STCK 

To:  Winstons Grill LLC, d/b/a Incahoots Restaurant & Bar, 4110 Hunt Road, Blue Ash, 

OH 45236 

The D5I license is issued to qualifying restaurants.  It is for liquor by the glass for on premise 

consumption, and beer and wine for on premise consumption or carry out in original sealed 

containers.  It permits sales until 2:30 a.m.  Incahoots currently has the D-5 license.  No 

carry out business exists at this bar/restaurant.  The Police Department has reviewed this 

request and has no objections.   

Permit #: 4290981 

Type:  TRFO 

To:  JKL Brothers Enterprise, LLC, d/b/a Decent Deli, 11144 Kenwood Road, Blue Ash, OH 

45242 

This is a request to transfer a D1 license for this business to the new owners.  A D1 license 

allows for beer only for on premises consumption or in sealed containers for carry out.  It is 

the same license this restaurant has had in the past.  The Police Department does not object 

to this transfer.    

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

State Representative Connie Pillich provided Council with a legislative update based on her 

perspective, including Ohio’s bi-annual budget.  Representative Pillich stated that the budget 

passed in 2009 under Governor Strickland decreased spending by about $2 billion.  

Governor Kaisich’s budget increased spending by $5 billion – a 10% increase.  

Representative Pillich stated that Governor Kaisich’s budget reduced the local government 

fund distributions by 50% over two years.  It accelerated the phase out of the Tangible 

Personal Property tax, eliminated Ohio State corporate net profit tax and reduced the public 

library fund by 5%.  School funding was cut by $2 billion.  Sycamore Schools were impacted 

with a reduction of over 26% in funding; Catholic schools received a slight increase (the 

Constitution prohibits the State from contributing directly to Catholic education, but limited 

funding is provided for auxiliary services and administrative support).  Representative Pillich 

indicated that State funding for universities could be cut by 13%.   

Representative Pillich also stated that the budget could reduce funding for long-term care for 

seniors, mental health services for the severely mentally ill who are indigent, and state-wide 

cuts to Medicaid, food assistance, disability, and children’s protective services.    

Representative Pillich also discussed Ohio’s Consumer’s Council.  The Consumer’s Council 

is an agency that represents consumers with disputes regarding utility bills.  She reported 

that Governor Kaisich cut the Consumer’s Council budget in half, which may seriously 

reduce its ability to represent citizens in these utilities disputes. 

Representative Pillich reported that the State’s budget anticipates the sale of five Ohio 

prisons.  Currently, Ohio has two prisons that are operated privately.   

Representative Pillich stated that liquor distribution profits would not be allocated to the 

Clean Ohio Fund.  Under the State’s budget, revenues will fund Jobs Ohio which is the 

Department of Development’s new non-profit entity.   

Representative Pillich stated there was an $8 billion projected deficit.  In order to balance the 

budget, $2.9 billion in new revenues were projected including an increase in higher 

collections of income tax, sales tax and cigarette tax.  The budget also projected $1.9 billion 

from unclaimed funds and bond refinancing saving.  $2.2 billion allocated to schools, 

libraries and local governments was cut; $1.3 billion in new fees were approved.  In addition, 

the approved budget projected an increase in federal grants, including $500 million related to 

the federal health care bill. 

Representative Pillich also provided a report on the House Veteran’s Affairs Committee.  
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Representative Pillich stated that legislation is being drafted that would change Ohio law to 

protect parental visitation/custody rights for military parents.  Representative Pillich stated 

that a bill was introduced to provide scholarships for children of veterans that died in 

Grenada; a bill to allow Veterans organizations to be exempt from property taxes; and a bill 

to provide occupational licensing for certain military veterans and their spouses.  State 

Representative Pillich stated a bill was reintroduced in the House on the military lease act 

which would permit deployed military personnel to terminate their housing lease without any 

financial burden.   

Representative Pillich also reported that two election bills and a photo ID bill are pending.   

Representative Pillich stated that Governor Kaisich signed a bill to permit weapons 

possessed by concealed carry permit holders to be taken into bars and sporting events even 

if alcohol is being served,  Representative Pillich also reported that the legislature is 

considering sentencing reform. She believes Ohio prisons have excess population.  The 

legislation keeps increasing criminal penalties to be tough on crime.  As a result, inmates are 

serving a longer sentence.  The sentence reform legislation will keep inmates at the local 

level and allow prisoners to either go to jail or serve time in community controlled halfway 

houses or other controlled environments.  Representative Pillich stated this could save the 

State $200 million in incarceration costs, but did not address the potential impact on law 

abiding citizens.   

Representative Pillich also reported that a bill was approved that would permit drilling for 

natural gas and oil in our State parks.  It will become effective at the end of this month.   

Representative Pillich thanked City Council for the opportunity to present her viewpoints on 

current issues.  

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Jim Dyer, 5275 Myerdale, needed clarification concerning a letter to the editor in the 

Suburban Life regarding the new proposed Sycamore School Administration Building.  It 

indicated that the building will be in violation of Blue Ash zoning and that there would be a 

meeting in City Council Chambers on Monday night.  It did not indicate if this was a City 

meeting or a school meeting.   

Mayor Weber informed Mr. Dyer that the meeting on Monday night is a meeting with the 

Board of Sites and the Board will address the issue of the Sycamore School Board of 

Education Building adjacent to Maple Dale School.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:30 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

“This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the September 8
th
 Council agenda.  

5. Beautification Week Award Presentations 

The Beautification Week judging process took place in June and July, with the City receiving 

nominations for over 55 residential properties. All properties nominated for an award were judged by 

the Committee. Examples of the judging criteria included overall appearance, type of plantings used 

(garden variety/color), and overall lawn, landscaping and tree maintenance. 

This year’s Beautification Week winners, who were invited to Thursday’s meeting to receive their 

awards, include: 

 Mayor’s Choice:  L. Lyon & L. Lohr, 9330 Bluewing Terrace 

 Committee Choice:  Brad Kuhr, 10310 Ryan’s Way 

 People's Choice:  Robert Kaufman, 5133 Muirwood Court 

 Michael Hodovanic, 5621 Samstone  
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 Corporate Choice:  Embassy Suites 

Runner Up’s in People’s Choice: 

 5375 Myerdale Drive – David Kremp 

  5180 Caltalpa Creek – Dr. Allan Peck 

 5140 Muirwood Court – Mike Phillips 

 4699 Elizabeth Place – Victor Stern 

 8914 Cherry Street – Ronald Ziegler 

 9499 Railroad Avenue – Sharon Hankinson 

 9565 Lansford Drive – Timothy Clard 

 6 Muirfield Lane – Edward Strasser 

Please direct questions regarding the Beautification Week process to Councilman Czerwonka. 

10.a.1. Ordinance No. 2011-54 – Declaring improvements to a parcel of real property in Blue Ash 

(known as Legacy Pointe) to be a public purpose and exempt from property tax and authorizing 

related agreements 

As you will recall, City Council recently enacted Ordinance 2011-31, a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

Ordinance relating to the itelligence project and the 8.095 acre portion of the 29-acre “Duke” site on 

Osborne Boulevard.  Ordinance 2011-54 is TIF legislation representing the “non-itelligence” remainder 

of the site (approximately 21 acres) as was contemplated by the Development Agreement with Duke 

Realty and itelligence.  Unlike the earlier Ordinance, the funding scenario of Ordinance 2011-54 is 

similar to the Target TIF in that it captures the non-school district increased property tax valuation from 

the new private improvements that will be constructed on the remaining Duke property in the future.  

The Sycamore Community School District will be made 100% whole and as a result, the School District 

is not required to formally approve the TIF.  The School District has received notice of this TIF and has 

voiced no opposition.  (See Sycamore Community School District’s supporting correspondence 

attached.)  

The proceeds of this new TIF may be used to supplement (as you will recall that entailed a small City 

subsidy to the schools) the financing of the current public improvements (construction of the access 

road and utility burial) and; for such other public infrastructure improvements as defined in the TIF 

Statutes that the City determines are necessary for the development of and operation of the future 

private improvements surrounding Osborne Boulevard and the access road.  The term of the TIF is 30 

years beginning after the future private improvements are complete and first appear on the tax 

duplicate. 

A portion of Duke’s remaining 21 acres will eventually become the new access road (about 2.2 acres) 

and would not contain any private improvements which would annually generate TIF revenues 

(PILOTS) for the City under this legislation.  However, the itelligence project has sparked interest in the 

future lots Duke will sell for development, including the corner of Osborne Boulevard and Reed 

Hartman (potential restaurant), the parcel on Reed Hartman next to the hotels, as well as the old 

Osborne trucking site at the corner of Osborne Boulevard and Kenwood.  Those private developments 

will generate TIF revenue for Blue Ash.    

See Sycamore Community School District’s supporting correspondence. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant to the City Manager or Treasurer. 

10.b.1. Ordinance No. 2011-55 – Amending Ordinance No. 2010-32 relating to Golf Course 

Irrigation Replacement Project 

Ordinance No. 2011-55 amends Ordinance No. 2010-32 relating to the “Issue 15” Blue Ash Golf 

Course 18-Hole Irrigation replacement Project. This change order addresses the installation of an 

irrigation system related to the first phase of the clubhouse irrigation system.  The Southern Group was 

the successful bidder for installing the golf course irrigation system and the City has been pleased with 

the outcome of the project.  Therefore, to maintain continuity with the existing installation and with The 

Southern Group still being on-site, it would be more cost effective to add the first phase of the 

clubhouse irrigation to the scope of work rather than separating the bid the work.  Estimates were 

obtained from other contractors and prices were comparable.  The anticipated completion of the work 

is December 2011.  The second phase will constitute a spring installation of all the heads and lateral 

piping.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 
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10.c.1. Ordinance No. 2011-56 – Authorizing purchase of bulk rock salt 

Ordinance No. 2011-56 authorizes a contract for the purchase of road salt for an amount not to exceed 

$61.56 per ton. This purchase is in conjunction with the initiative, the Government Cooperation and 

Efficiency Project (GCEP), which is a shared purchasing arrangement available to all local 

governments within Hamilton County. The City of Cincinnati recently bid the purchase of salt, and the 

winning bidder was Morton Salt, Inc. The unit cost of $61.56 per ton (delivered to the Public Works salt 

barn) is $2.67 per ton less as compared to last year. Blue Ash’s intent is to purchase a minimum of 

2,800 tons and a maximum of 4,200 tons through the Cincinnati contract.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

10.d.1. Ordinance No. 2011-57 – Authorizing purchase of Emergency Medical Services unit for 

Fire Department 

In a step toward greater fiscal responsibility and efficiency, the Northeast Fire Collaborative worked to 

establish a common medic unit specification for the collaborative departments.  A “multi-unit discount” 

of $6,000 was offered to the collaborative departments from the manufacturer, Braun Industries in Van 

Wert, Ohio, off the State of Ohio’s Cooperative Purchasing Project price for this unit.  The Blue Ash 

Fire Department suggests the purchase of a 2012 Braun Chief XL Medic Unit on a Ford F-450 chassis 

from Life Star Rescue, Inc. (Contract #7723300109) for a gross amount not to exceed $193,000.   

The Fire Chief is also seeking Council approval to allow for a trade-in of the City’s 2003 Horton 553B 

Type III Emergency Medical Vehicle to Life Star Rescue, Inc. for an estimated amount of $20,000.  

This trade-in credit will be used to reduce our cost to below $173,000.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Fire Chief. 

10.d.2. Ordinance No. 2011-58 – Designating Police Department as Lead/Administering Agency 

for ODPS/OCJS Law Enforcement Liaison Grant; authorizing professional services agreement; 

and establishing special revenue fund 

The Police Department has been offered an opportunity to administer a grant for a regional Ohio 

Department of Public Safety (ODPS)/Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) Law Enforcement 

Liaison.  

The Law Enforcement Liaison increases local law enforcement’s awareness and increases 

participation in both national and local efforts to educate and assist law enforcement agencies with the 

development and execution of highway safety programs; increases local law enforcement’s 

understanding of traffic safety programs and available resources provided by ODPS; and provides the 

ODPS with administrative and technical support with the establishment and continuation of a regional 

Law Enforcement Liaison position. 

The City, through a Professional Services Agreement, is to retain a consultant to act as the regional 

Law Enforcement Liaison and the consultant will be compensated or reimbursed solely from grant 

funds. 

In administering this grant, the City will be eligible to receive administration fees of 18% of the direct 

labor costs expended, which could equate to ±$15,000 per grant year. 

To accommodate this effort from an accounting/audit standpoint, it will be necessary to create a new 

revenue fund entitled “Law Enforcement Liaison – ODPS Fund”.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to Police Captain Jim Schaffer via 

jschaffer@blueash.com or to the Police Chief.” 

Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

In Councilman Bryan’s absence, Vice Mayor Czerwonka was asked to preside. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-54 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

mailto:jschaffer@blueash.com
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ORDINANCE NO. 2011-54 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING THE IMPROVEMENT TO A PARCEL OF REAL 

PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE 

UNDER SECTION 5709.40 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, PROVIDING FOR THE 

EXEMPTION OF SUCH IMPROVEMENT FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION, 

AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A SERVICE 

AGREEMENT AND SUCH OTHER DOCUMENTS AND AGREEMENTS AS MAY BE 

NECESSARY, ESTABLISHING A TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND, AUTHORIZING 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH THOMPSON HINE LLP AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons... 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt 

Ordinance No. 2011-54.   

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons... 

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-54 passed. 

Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-55 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-55 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2010-32 RELATED TO THE BLUE ASH GOLF COURSE 

18-HOLE IRRIGATION REPLACEMENT PROJECT TO INCLUDE AN IRRIGATION 

SYSTEM FOR THE CLUBHOUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 
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Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2011-55.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons... 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-55 passed. 

Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-56 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-56 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A UNIT PRICE CONTRACT FOR 

THE PURCHASE OF BULK ROCK SALT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $61.56 

PER TON DELIVERED; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons ... 

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-

56.  

Councilman Adamec asked Public Works Director, Gordon Perry, to summarize the 

Ordinance. 

Mr. Perry stated that the City of Blue Ash partners with the City of Cincinnati to contract with 

multiple communities to obtain lower pricing by purchasing in larger quantities.  The actual 

price per ton is down 4% from 2010; however, since 2005, there has been an overall 

increase in price of approximately 55%. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons... 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-56 passed. 
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Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

Councilwoman Stoller asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-57 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-57 

AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL VEHICLE FOR THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT, AUTHORIZING TRADE-IN/DISPOSAL OF OLD EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

VEHICLE, UTILIZING THE STATE OF OHIO’S COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons ... 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-

57.  

Councilwoman Stoller asked Fire Chief Rick Brown to further explain the Ordinance.   

Chief Brown stated that the Ordinance will permit the replacement of a 10 year old medic 

unit with extensive mechanical issues.   

Fire Chief Brown also reported to Council that the Blue Ash Fire Department was recently 

recognized with two awards – one by the International Association of Fire Chiefs for their 

special contribution to the advancement of fire protection; and by the Ohio City Management 

Association for intergovernmental cooperation.   

Fire Chief Brown provided an update that the Fire Department formed a Northeast Fire 

Collaborative three years ago to allow for joint efforts and efficiencies with adjoining 

communities.  The medic unit that is being purchased was developed as a part of a 

collaborative specification along with three other communities which generated a discount of 

$6,000 for each medic unit being purchased by each community.  Since the formation of the 

Collaborative, there has been an additional 30% savings on EMS supplies and training.  At 

the Blue Ash Fire Station tomorrow, there will be aerial devices in place which allows for 

ladder testing which has to be done each year.  The collaborative departments bring their 

aerial devices to one location; thereby, the company testing the ladder devices only has to 

go to one location generating an overall 30% savings.  The bulk purchasing and cooperative 

spirit among the departments in these collaborative efforts is a cost savings for the 

department and is fiscally responsible for the taxpayers.  

Fire Chief Brown made an invitation to Council to the Fire Department’s Open House on 

Thursday, October 13
th
, from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm being sponsored by Skyline Chili.   

Councilman Buckman inquired as to the other communities comprising the Northeast Fire 

Collaborative.   

Chief Brown advised Blue Ash, Sharonville, Sycamore, Loveland-Symmes and Mason form 

the Northeast Fire Collaborative.   

Councilman Sumner questioned how many EMS calls are received in a year.   
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Chief Brown responded that approximately 1,600 EMS calls are received per year but at total 

of 2,500 to 3,000 calls are received for the Blue Ash Fire Department.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons... 

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-57 passed. 

Councilwoman Stoller asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-58 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-58 

DESIGNATING THE CITY OF BLUE ASH POLICE DEPARTMENT AS THE 

LEAD/ADMINISTERING AGENCY FOR A REGIONAL OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

SAFETY (ODPS)/OFFICE OF CRIMINIAL JUSTICE SERVICES (OCJS) LAW 

ENFORCMENT LIAISON GRANT; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 

A RELATED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT; AND ESTABLISHING A 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND NUMBER 293 ASSOCIATED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF THIS GRANT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons ... 

Councilman Sumner,  

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2011-58.  

Councilman Sumner addressed City Manager David Waltz in that he felt the City wanted to 

reduce its role in leading regional efforts and wanted to know why this effort is different than 

the others.    

Mr. Waltz responded that some of the joint agencies that we helped administer in the past 

required more time and effort and the expense outweighed the revenue.  This administrative 

role isn’t extensive and a percentage of the grant will help offset administration costs and 

provide an opportunity to generate revenue.  The Police Department will try this effort for a 

year or two.  If the administration burden outweighs the benefits, the City can reconsider.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons... 

Councilman Buckman, 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka, 

Councilman Adamec, 

Councilwoman Stoller,  

Councilman Sumner,  

and Mayor Weber  

voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-58 passed. 
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11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Public Works Director, Gordon Perry, reported that the paving project on Cooper Road is 

nearly complete and the final striping will soon be done.  The contractor will next complete 

Mohler Road and Aspen Place; a section on Hunt Road from the off ramp Cross County to 

the on ramp to the other side of Plainfield.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked whether the cross walks downtown will be done this year. 

Public Works Director Perry responded that they will; however, there were some issues with 

the downtown intersections which are being addressed.  We will get the downtown 

thermoplastic markings installed – the decorative crosswalks.   

Treasurer, Jim Pfeffer reported that the itelligence project is underway along the intersection 

of Reed Hartman Highway and Osborne Boulevard.  In July, legislation was approved for the 

issuance of bonds on the TIF basis to pay for the new access road and for the utility 

accommodations.  We received Moody’s rating on the bonds which remains Aa1.  Fifth Third 

was the underwriter who marketed those bonds in the last week of August (over a 20 year 

period), with a net interest cost or an average of 3.4%.  This low rate will benefit the schools 

substantially in years ahead because less money will be spent from the TIF Fund on interest, 

and more will be available to pay off the bonds and then allocate the surplus to the schools.  

Moody’s was very complimentary of the City’s financial condition.  A copy of the Moody’s 

report which describes their interpretation of the view of Blue Ash and in reference to the 

bonds and our current financial situation will be provided to Council members.   

Secondly, Mr. Pfeffer stated that about five years ago, the City worked out an arrangement 

with one of our largest employers, Ethicon, to help them in their expansion of a campus 

environment via the purchase of a warehouse at 4391 Creek Road.  It was a five year deal 

that has come up again and they have approached the City with a framework, which Mr. 

Pfeffer has not yet discussed with City Manager David Waltz, for an extension of that so they 

can continue to grow and contribute to our community.   

Councilman Sumner recalled that part of that agreement was Ethicon might purchase the 

warehouse after the 5 years and asked whether Ethicon has asked the City to “finance” it 

again. 

Mr. Pfeffer responded that it was the original intent that Ethicon had an option to purchase.  

In the agreement, the pricing went up every year and the purchase credit that Ethicon got for 

payment of the rent went down.  Given the market of such real estate, the pricing in the 

lease agreement would not represent what it is worth today.  As one of our largest 

employers, who contributed to the sidewalk project in terms of cash, it was worth putting this 

together for City Manager Waltz’s review.  Council will be asked for their comments.   

Mayor Weber questioned whether there is an interest in purchasing that property at a more 

appropriate price that would more accurately reflect the market? 

Mr. Pfeffer responded that the approach they are proposing is one that would be a capital 

lease which means they would in fact own it at the end of the next lease period.  They would 

pay it out in full.  Therefore, it would be theirs at end of the deal.  They have lived up to their 

agreement 100% - paid off everything on time and they just approached us with a preference 

not to advance the capital at the end of this lease.  

Councilman Sumner commented that he was never comfortable with the deal then and 

doesn’t feel that it is a City function to be a real estate broker and encouraged the City 

Solicitor to review it from a standpoint that it is consistent with other commercial agreements. 

Mr. Pfeffer responded that the City Solicitor was heavily involved in drafting the lease and, 

from a legal standpoint, Dinsmore will be involved to make sure that it is properly structured. 

The City has worked and invested heavily in economic development and this does represent 

an opportunity at a very minimal cost to keep one of the largest and best community 

supporters happy.  
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Related to the previous question from a resident pertaining to the Board of Site’s meeting, 

City Manager Waltz wanted to clarify that the Board of Sites has a standing meeting 

scheduled the second Monday of every month and that the meeting held on Monday is not a 

special meeting.   

Mr. Waltz invited Sherry Poppe to provide Council with an update concerning the State 

purportedly collecting local income tax.   

Deputy Treasurer, Sherry Poppe, reported that she and Mr. Pfeffer attended a meeting 

yesterday relating to the proposed State discussion about taking over the municipal income 

tax collection.  The meeting was a local area meeting of other tax administrators.  State 

Senator Shannon Jones and State Representative Peter Beck were the speakers.  Their 

message was that the information being circulating came out of a very small committee 

meeting and that there is very little discussion among the legislators about the issue.  They 

were very open with the problems the State is having in collecting their own State taxes and 

felt it was more effective and efficient for the municipal tax to be collected at the local level.  

They are looking at attempts of uniformity between the municipal tax offices; i.e.: reports, 

forms or returns, standardization of the penalty and interest charges that municipalities 

charge, and the taxability of certain taxable items.  They advised the municipalities to keep in 

contact with their representatives.  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked Ms. Poppe if she felt Council need to prepare a resolution or a 

letter from the City to reinforce our point of view.   

Ms. Poppe felt that at this time it was too premature.   

Councilman Sumner acknowledged that Vice Mayor Czerwonka brought up an interesting 

point, but struggled whether Council has ever adopted a resolution on a matter outside of the 

City.    

Councilwoman Stoller felt it depended on how much the issue affects the City as to what 

should be done.   

Councilman Sumner conveyed that the City has set a precedent to not engage in this type of 

activity and felt we need to be careful about wavering away from it.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka felt Council could at least prepare a letter stating its position.   

Mr. Pfeffer did not believe that Council has taken a position on such a matter collectively.  

Although this is a very important issue, he felt administration can take the first step in making 

sure our representatives know how Blue Ash feels.  He reiterated that it is clear that the 

State has their own issues to deal with, and they admitted that they can’t imagine the State 

handling it more efficiently than it is being handled currently.   

Mayor Weber asked Ms. Poppe to stay on top of the issue.   

Councilwoman Stoller added that there is a difference if it comes from Council or if it comes 

from Administration telling how it is actually going to affect them.  A letter from Council could 

be a different impact than from Administration. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka inserted that being a member of the Hamilton County Municipal 

League, there is a fire storm brewing through the local communities on the centralized tax 

issue and they are mobilizing proactively to send letters up to the State.   

Councilwoman Stoller asked whether any of the communities were in favor of it.   

Ms. Poppe indicated that there were no communities in favor. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka questioned whether any were from the County side? 

Ms. Poppe again indicated there were none in favor. 

Councilman Sumner congratulated the City for another great summer of events, felt they 

went very well and extended his compliments to the Recreation Staff.  He further expressed 
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what a great program the Eastside Players is and appreciates the City providing them 

support. 

Councilman Buckman expressed his thanks to Parks and Recreation Director Chuck Funk 

and the Recreation department for a great summer.  He felt the Taste of Blue Ash was the 

biggest event, it was a good time and everyone did a great job.   

Councilman Adamec complimented Vice Mayor Czerwonka and the group that participated 

in Beautification Week and is thankful to the citizens who help make the City of Blue Ash 

look good.  He further congratulated administration for doing a good job controlling expenses 

and attracting businesses.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka complimented Mr. Funk and wanted to pass along his thanks to the 

Parks and Recreation employees for a fabulous job.   

Mayor Weber echoed Councilman Sumner’s comments and expressed that the real spirit of 

the City can be seen on Tuesday or Friday nights, when the Symphony plays or when we 

have performances at the Nature Park or Towne Square – it sets the standard for the City.   

Councilwoman Stoller added her thanks to Mayor Weber in providing the opening 

announcement for the Blue Ash/Montgomery Symphony on Labor Day at the Square.   

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All 

members voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:10 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

_________________________________________ 

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
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